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“The World is Waiting… Are You Ready?”
1st annual International Innovation Camp

Want to change the world?  Join us in upstate New York in 2009 for a pioneering international summer experience filled with friends, lab learning, innovation, creativity, entrepreneurship, and excitement!

The International Foundation for Entrepreneurship, Science, and Technology (iFEST), in partnership with the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI), is pleased to encourage applications for the 1st annual International Innovation Camp to be held at RPI in Troy, New York, USA.  The International Innovation Camp is designed for gifted undergraduate science and engineering students and their mentors from the US, China, and India to work together during July 10-August 3, 2009.
Eligibility Statement:  Undergraduate students from the US, China, and India who wish to apply for the International Innovation Camp will have pre-qualified abilities and demonstrated interests in science and engineering.  We are looking for students with experience in pursuing sophisticated technical research and development projects, either as part of a school project or as part of a well known science and engineering competition at the regional or national level.  They will be competitively selected from their countries, representing the brightest and most creative college students of each nation.

[image: image4.jpg]


Nominations and Selection Statement:  Selections will be made based on demonstrated understanding and capabilities in physics, chemistry, biology, the engineering disciplines (including electrical, mechanical, materials), computer programming, robotics, information sciences, and other relevant fields.  Students must be able to show fluency in speaking, reading, and writing in the English language.  Students should have significant undergraduate research experience or other independent technical project experience to draw upon, and should enjoy working in teams and applying their capabilities toward real world problem solving.  Experience working with advanced lab equipment may be required, and some training will be offered at RPI facilities.  Other necessary capabilities for some labs include skills and experience with Computer Aided Design tools, such as Unigraphics, Pro/ENGINEER, SolidWorks, AutoCad, CATIA V5, Autodesk Inventor, other digital product development tools, programming languages such as MATLAB, UNIX-like languages/LINUX, Fortran, C++, Ruby (RoR), Object-Oriented Analysis and Design (OOAD) and Model-Driven Architecture (MDA), and Architecture Description Languages (ADLs).  Some work in life science labs will require experience in macromolecular characterization, modeling, biochemistry, synthetic biology (using BioBricks standards), metabolic engineering, biocatalysis, proteomics, chemical engineering, and analytical chemistry.
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Participation Statement:  Students who are selected will receive a fully paid scholarship to participate in the International Innovation Camp, less individual travel and passport/visa application expenses.  For students from China and India, we will provide letters of invitation for use to apply for a visa.  There are no fees - - basic lodging, food, and local travel costs will be covered.  Nominations will be open to all enrolled undergraduate students of technical subjects, with a submission deadline on or before Feb. 16, 2009, and notifications by mid-March, 2009.  Alternates will be notified, as well, in case there are problems with some students who are selected.  All students and mentors will be required to sign a legally binding waiver indemnifying both RPI and iFEST, per standard practice for allowing research experiences for undergraduate students on university campuses.  There will be extensive communications and opportunities for team building and preliminary collaborations in the weeks prior to travel to the Camp at RPI in early July, 2009.

About iFEST
iFEST exists to advance global entrepreneurship in the sciences, engineering, and medicine by bringing together young entrepreneurs and mentors around the world.  To this end, we empower talented technology students from the US and overseas with the international experience, labs, teamwork skills, contacts, and knowledge they need to pursue their dreams and achieve their entrepreneurial goals in the global marketplace.  Our focus is on global problem solving.  More information can be found at www.ifest.info. 

About RPI

The Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI), is a private research university located on a scenic bluff overlooking the Hudson River in Troy, New York about 150 miles north of New York City.  RPI was founded in 1824 for the "application of science to the common purposes of life" and is the oldest technological university in the English-speaking world.  The institute is well known for its success in the transfer of technology from the laboratory to the marketplace.  RPI celebrates discovery, and the responsible application of technology, to create knowledge and global prosperity."  More information about Rensselaer can be found on the web at www.rpi.edu.
iFEST and Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

Application to Join the International Innovation Camp
July 10 – August 3, 2009
Due Date: February 16, 2009
Participant Information

	Name: 
	     
	Email: 
	     

	Mailing Address:
	     
	Phone:
	     

	Home/Family Address:
	     
	Birthdate:
	     

	Home/Family Phone:
	     
	Sex:
	     

	Citizenship/

Residence:
	     
	Student ID Number:
	     

	Undergraduate Degree Sought
(include university, degree title/type, major, minor, and projected date of graduation)
	
	

	     
     
     


Current University Campus Information
	University: 
	     
	Academic Major/Dept.
	     

	Address:
	     
	Major/Dept. Chair:
	     

	
	     
	Dept. Phone:
	     

	Major Courses, Scholarships, and Awards:
	
	

	     
     
     
     
     
     


Other scholastic experience, including high school, preparatory, technical, or vocational school:
(Name of school, address, phone number, scholarships, awards):
     

 FORMTEXT 
     
Extra-curricular experience, including clubs, non-profit organizations, groups, websites, etc.:
(Name of club/organization, address, phone number, awards):

     

 FORMTEXT 
     
Briefly describe your prior technical research project experiences, and list your skills focusing on specific lab equipment, computer software, programming languages, and the fluency of your technical capabilities: 
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     



Please briefly describe any previous technical project experience, or relevant academic undergraduate research experience, and what it means to you and to the world: 

	     

 FORMTEXT 
     



If you have specific research, technical, management, and leadership goals or skills that you wish to develop in the future, briefly describe and outline how you wish to obtain them: 
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     



If you have part-time or full-time employment experience or experience starting a small business, relevant to the International Innovation Camp, please identify and briefly explain below:

     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     
If interested, how soon would you like to start a business?
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     
Briefly, what would the ideal laboratory R&D and/or business management experience include for you, and what are your ideas for the future?
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     



Individual Items for Planning Purposes:
Check the appropriate boxes that describe your 2009 autumn academic term status, as an undergraduate student: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Freshman (1st year)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sophomore (2nd year)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Junior (3rd year)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Senior (4th year or more)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Graduating in 2009

We want to meet any health or related needs at the camp.  Are you taking any prescription medications for an ailment?  If so, please list medication and ailment:

     

 FORMTEXT 
     
We want to provide food and beverages you can enjoy at the camp.  Do you have any dietary restrictions or allergies?  If so, please list:

     

 FORMTEXT 
     
We want to provide workable arrangements for all at the camp.  Do you require any special considerations for a disability or other challenge (wheelchair, etc)?  If so, please list:

     

 FORMTEXT 
     
We want to encourage ethical conduct and integrity at the camp.  Have you ever been found guilty of plagiarism or violation of any university or criminal code?  If so, please list and explain:

     

 FORMTEXT 
     
Separate from your application form, please provide via email or hard copy:

1.  Three concise letters of recommendation from professors or others who are familiar with your character, technical capabilities, communication skills, and other relevant qualities.

2. Link to your transcript, or an electronic version or hard copy of your transcript or complete listing of your courses and grades.

3. Certified TOEFL Score (for foreign students only).

4. Electronic copy in Word or PDF file format of your Curriculum Vitae or Resume which conveys a clear and concise outline of your education (including minors, specializations, or focus areas), work history, volunteer or public service experience, awards, honors, prizes, scholarships, and fellowships received (no more than two pages).

On or before February 16, 2009, please email these materials and this application form, with all fields filled out briefly yet completely to:

mjs@ifest.info 
Also, please have all hard copy information, if any, mailed before February 16, 2009 to:

ATTN:  Mary Jane Spencer

iFEST

1006 East 2700 South

Salt Lake City, Utah   84106

USA
I hereby certify that the information in this application form, and all related information submitted in support of my nomination to join the International Innovation Camp, is accurate and complete.

Signature: __________________________________________________________________

Date: __________________________________________________________________
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